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Team Leader’s Report - Cynthia So

The ensuing report serves as a précis of the short-term missions team’s work in Cambridge, UK
this year and contains information on actual events and facts.

This is the first time that a TJCAC team went to Cambridge, UK. Our team comprised of the
following members: Cynthia So (Team Lead), David Wong (Assistant Team Lead), Pastor Ken
Cheng (Spiritual Lead), Belinda Cheng, Lucy C, Pia Liu, Christa Mo, Emily Shiu, and Peter So.
The team'’s ministry focus is mainly on Cambridge Alliance, UK. The team also visited Bishop's
Stortford, a newly established gospel station, approximately an hour’s drive from Cambridge.
We arrived at London Heathrow Airport on the morning of August 23, traveled to Cambridge
by coach and arrived in the late afternoon. On August 24", we traveled to Bishop's Stortford
where we attended a weekly gathering of Hong Kong families where Pastor Ken Cheng
conducted a parenting workshop. We then traveled back to Cambridge in the afternoon and
stayed there until September 3.

I. STM Preparation Work

a. Training

After an information session on February 25", team members met for the first time on
May 12" for an introduction of one another and to lay the groundwork for the training
of the STM team. Over the course of the next three months, a series of training
sessions were scheduled for the team members. These training included topics such
as "Whatever It Takes!”, "How” is more important than “What”, "Preparing Your Heart”,
"The Teamwork Factor”, "How to Prepare Your Personal Testimony”, and "United
Kingdom (UK) and Christianity-then and now". Training was also provided on how to
use evangelistic tools such as “The Wordless Book” (aka the Five-Color Gospel). During
each team meeting, the team leader provided updates on the itinerary as well as
information on our impending work in the UK.

b. Meetings & VBS Prep Work

Team members had meetings on Sunday afternoons for an average of twice a month
for the months of May, June and July, and weekly in August for team building and
training. Each session included training, a brief update from the team leader as well
as group prayer. During the month of August, the team met every Sunday afternoon
for final VBS prep work. It was imperative for the team to meet regularly for team
building and for prayer so that any issues can be ironed out before embarking on the
STM trip. This way, team members can get to know one another before working with
the larger group at Cambridge Alliance.

c. Prayer
The team spent time in prayer within every training session. Specific prayer requests

from team members were circulated in the beginning of August within the church for
prayer support. A prayer newsletter (Traditional Chinese, Simplified Chinese &
English versions) including the team photo, individual and general prayer items was
prepared and circulated on Commissioning Sunday, August 18th. The team was
commissioned in all four services (English, Mandarin, Young Life & Cantonese). An
online Google form was made available within TJICAC, which enabled brothers and
sisters to sign up for STM prayer updates during the trip. Those who signed up for



prayer support for STM received regular email updates from the team leader during
the team’s trip in the UK. Team members were also encouraged to enlist their own
prayer support for the STM.

Scope of Work in Cambridge

The Team consisted of nine members from TJCAC but also worked with a few local sisters
for VBS. The planning process included the recruitment and interviews of team members,
booking plane tickets, ministry job allocations, name tags, handbook preparation,
transportation arrangements, as well as liaising with the pastors and coordinators in
Cambridge for all program logistics. The team worked mainly with Rev. Rosa Chan and
Elder Edward Kwong (husband and wife) of the Cambridge Alliance Church, who have
been missionaries there for the past 27 years. Cambridge Alliance Church meets at St.
James Church on Sunday afternoons. Mandarin worship is from 12:30-1:45pm, followed
by Sunday School; and Cantonese worship is from 2:30-3:45pm, followed by small groups.
Youth worship runs concurrently with Cantonese worship, is conducted in Cantonese and
attended by approximately 50 youths.

The team stayed at the Cambridge Campus Ministry Centre, a three-storey rowhouse,
where we had group devotions in the morning, debriefing in the evenings as well as
cooking our own meals.

a. Vacation Bible School

There were 16 children who registered for VBS. The program ran for four days from
9:30am to 3:30pm from August 26th to 29th. A typical VBS day included opening
assembly, (Song Worship, Skits, Directions), Bible lesson, crafts, memory verse, story
time, games, and performance prep. On the last day of the program, a graduation
ceremony was held in which the children performed for their parents and certificates
were presented for completion of the VBS. Lucy was the VBS Coordinator, working
closely with Christa Mo, who were both instrumental in planning the lesson plan, the
crafts, the games, and the VBS schedule. The theme for VBS was “Hidden Treasures”,
using parables to teach bible lessons. Children were divided into three groups: Group
1: Reception - Year 2; Group 2: Years 3-4; and Group 3: Years 5-6. The VBS teachers
for these groups were Peter So and Pia Liu; Belinda Cheng and Emily Shiu; and David
Wong and Chista Mo., respectively. On the last day of VBS, the teachers presented the
gospel to the children using The Wordless Book and 10 children accepted Christ.

b. Parenting Workshop

Pastor Ken Cheng conducted the parenting workshop " BB ABRABMMRIL 1 three

different times: in Bishop’s Stortford for the Hong Kong families; at a deaconess’ house
for the Mandarin-speaking couples; and after the Cantonese worship at Cambridge
Alliance.

c. Preaching
Pastor Ken Cheng preached twice during the first Sunday in Cambridge, once in

Mandarin and once in Cantonese. He also assisted in officiating the Holy Communion.

d. Personal Testimonies
Two of the team members: Lucy and Cynthia shared their personal testimonies in the




Mandarin worship and the Cantonese worship, respectively. On the same day, Pastor
Ken Cheng also presented a summary of our work in Cambridge to the Cantonese
congregation.

. Visiting Churches

During the team'’s first day there, we visited Bishop’s Stortford (an hour’s drive south of
Cambridge) where 200+ Hong Kong new immigrant families reside. Pastor KC
conducted the first of three parenting workshops to the Hong Kong new immigrants
and the team engaged in meaningful conversations with those who attended. The
Bishop's Stortford church was founded by the Cambridge Alliance Church. Beginning
September 14th, they have a weekly worship service on Saturdays and a full-time
pastor.

Street Café

The team participated in the bi-annual street café held at Holy Trinity Church in
Cambridge City Centre that took place on August 30th and 31st. The Street Café is
hosted by Cambridge Alliance Church, and Pastor Collin from CCilL (Chinese Church
in London) provided training for participants re techniques on approaching strangers
as well as on how to use the Four Signs, both on Zoom and in person on Street Café
days. The Four Signs (a heart, division symbol, cross and question mark - to represent
the four points of the gospel in a clear and easy-to-remember way) is an evangelism
tool widely used in European countries to share the Gospel. Despite fears of talking to
strangers in English, team members prepared themselves by praying about it months
before and stepped outin faith. The passersby either politely rejected, walked straight
by, or accepted drinks that were prepared for them. While they patiently waited for
their drinks, team members had the opportunity to have conversations with them.
Participants were divided into three groups and rotated for the morning and afternoon
sessions: baristas who prepared drinks; the prayer team who stood across the street
and prayed for everyone in conversations and everything in sight; and the ones who
approached people for conversations. We witnessed how the Lord prepared the way
for some of these conversations to happen, some of which continued for a long time.

Mandarin Children Sunday School

At the Mandarin congregation’s request, Lucy conducted an impromptu Children
Sunday School workshop to teach the Mandarin-speaking parents on ways to run
Sunday School classes for their children and pre-teens.

Cambridge Christian Heritage Tour

Rev. Rosa Chan acted as our guide and took us on an eye-opening Christian Heritage
Tour around the Cambridge University campuses. We witnessed just how much
Cambridge’s story of saints, martyrs, sinners, sceptics, and scholars has to say to us as
we walked around the beautiful city of Cambridge, all while encountering the key
people and movements which have shaped the University of Cambridge and its
colleges over the past 800 years. We were transported back in time as we walked the
same streets once taken by famous Cambridge alumni like Isaac Newton, William
Wilberforce, John Milton, and the Cambridge Seven, just to name a few. We heard
stories about Cambridge characters who transformed the world, as we listened intently
on subjects such as the Protestant Reformation, the roles of the martyrs, the call of the
Cambridge Seven to serve in China, and religious freedom, etc.







Ill. Conclusion:

My takeaway from this and all past short-term missions trips that | have participated in can be
summarized as follows:

1. Come, See, Go, and Tell

One of the greatest missionary scriptures can be found in the Gospel of Matthew,
describing the words spoken by the angel on that morning of Jesus’ resurrection. Four
words summarize the process and plan of Jesus Christ to reach people with the gospel:
come, see, go, and tell. As we sincerely come to Christ seeking salvation, and see the
truth of the gospel, we must go into the world and tell others. Our risen Lord is building
His church and will return soon. This truth should compel us to run and share this good
news with others!

2. Lives Transformed: My Own, Team Members and Believers

Previously devoid of any adventurous spirit, participation and leadership in short-term
missions over the years have revealed to me the inadequacies and sinfulness of
humanity, the incompleteness of the world, and the miraculous transformation of lives
by God. Not only have believers' lives been transformed, so were the lives of the mission
team members. God uses transformed lives to influence others. What amazed me the
most was witnessing many lives being transformed, even right within my own team. This
is the work of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, It is “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
says the LORD of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6

3. Care and Support for Missionaries

Learning from missionaries who rely on the Holy Spirit in various forms of prayer and
look to God's guidance and providence by faith. The fruits of faith may not be
immediately visible, but trusting God with faith and knowing that He is in complete
control of everything is the greatest lesson. The challenging work that missionaries offer
to God may not be something we can see here on the home front, but when we show
our support by personally going to their missions field, we can gain a firsthand
understanding on their daily lives and struggles, which will enable us to pray more
specifically for their needs.

4. Lessons in Faith

Having experienced God's divine interventions in missions fields where things could
quickly get out of control have enabled me to lean on God the same way in everyday
life and when the going gets tough. | have learned to let go and let God take full control.
During multiple short-term mission trips, | often witnessed God's miraculous guidance
and providence, directly impacting my ministry and personal life. During the past 10
years, | personally went through multiple job losses, loss of family members, and enough
challenges and problems that could easily have discouraged me from serving Him. But
| firmly believed that this was God's calling, so | continued to step forward by faith.

| marvel at how God can do the impossible, and how meticulously He prepares for those
He loves. | often ask myself, if God performed these miracles in the missions field,
wouldn't He also work wonders in my daily life? My job is to walk in His will and obey
Him.

God is faithful; when we seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, all these things



will be added to us, far beyond what we could ever ask or imagine (Matthew 6:33).
Therefore, | have nothing to boast except about the Lord's great power and might and
all that He has accomplished through us. He does not need us to do anything great or
leave a significant mark in history. He wants us to obey His command, to influence others
with our lives, and to spread the gospel to the ends of the earth. The Lord's return is
near, and we do not know how much time we have to work for Him, so we must seize
the opportunity and give our best to Him .

Indeed, God commands only what He enables, and He promises to never ask us to do
something for which we are not empowered to do. His work is done only through the power
of the Holy Spirit. Our job is to heed the call and to partner with Him in carrying out His plan.

I don't know what my next mission is or when it will be, but | am willing and ready! How about
you?

Pastor Ken Cheng

Thank God, the ten-day STM trip passed very fast that we experienced a lot of God's grace and
guidance. God also opened my eyes.

(1) God's grace and guidance

When | first learned that there were only 4 people signing up for the mission trip, my feelings
were a little bit upset. Under this circumstance, | prayed God to forgive my little faith, and asked
God to reveal His plan and to prepare suitable brothers and sisters to join in. At last, there were
nine brothers and sisters who signed up at the deadline of the application. Thanked God to listen
to our prayer. A nine-member team was a very appropriate number. If there were more than nine
people, there was not enough place to live in the student center. Some people had to sleep in
the living room on the ground floor. In addition, the nine people were divided into three VBS
teaching groups, plus the principal of VBS and administrative director that made the VBS run
smoothly. Students enjoyed attending the VBS very much. Finally, 10 children were willing to
accept the gospel and believed in the Lord Jesus as their Savior.

Furthermore, each team member worked closely together. It was a very beautiful and cooperative
team.

(2) Pastoring new immigrants in Hong Kong

An independent media reported in May 2024 that about 140,000 people arrived in the United
Kingdom through the BNO+1 policy. In response to the large number of Hong Kong people
coming to the UK, the Cambridge Alliance Church began to set up Cantonese worship in 2021,
with more than 200 believers participating. In September 2024, they set up a gospel base in
Bishop to start Cantonese worship too. The HK New immigrants were very active and engaged in
church activities, serving enthusiastically in worship and Street café to witnessed God's grace!

| deeply appreciated and admired Pastor Chan and Elder Kwong, who have served in Cambridge
Alliance Church for 27 years. In addition to preaching, visiting, and handling the administration
of the church, they mastered the Cambridge campus ministry too, which was all by God's grace.
Their dedication and faithfulness to God were an example to me!



(3) Reflection

The world mission is one of the two major traditions of the Christian and missionary Alliance. This
short mission trip helps me realize that God does not ignore the Hong Kong people and the
United Kingdom Church. Taking an advantage of this new wave of HK immigration, it is not only
deepening the spiritual life of new immigrant believers, but also renewing the church in United
Kingdom. It is hoped that the church in United Kingdom will regain its former honor and send HK
leaders and pastors to other European countries to flourish the local churches, lead local
believers to preach the gospel, and make disciples of all nations before the Lord comes (Matthew
24:14).

| also pray that the Lord will open the eyes of Jaffray Church brothers and sisters, so that they can
see and be sent by God to participate in short-term missions as well. They can experience God's
presence, grace, and respond to the Great Commission of the Lord (Matthew 18:19-20). Amen!

David Wong

Before heading to England for our Cambridge short-term mission (STM), one common question
arose: "England is a Christian country; why go there for STM?" My research revealed a stark
contrast: in the 1800s, most in the UK identified as Christians, and by 1900, the UK was a leading
nation in sending missionaries abroad. Yet statistics from the 2010s show less than 15% profess
to be Anglican, with fewer than 2% of college students involved in churches. God is telling me
that people need the Lord, and this land needs a revival.

In our first week, the nine STM members led a four-day VBS program. Christa and | taught
students aged 10-11. Although they enjoyed the games and crafts, it's hard to keep their attention
in lessons. On the last day, | shared the 5-color Gospel to convey Jesus' story—gold for heaven,
black for sin, red for blood, white for salvation, and green for growth. Despite feeling inadequate,
| watched as the students absorbed each word. When | asked if they believed in Jesus and wanted
to commit their lives to Him, each of the five students raised their hands. Tears filled my eyes as
we rejoiced together, reminding me of Matthew 19:14: “Let the little children come to me... for
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” We prayed that these seeds have found good
soil and will grow in His time.

After VBS, we engaged in two days of “street café” outreach in the Cambridge town center,
offering free coffee and tea. Initially nervous about approaching strangers, we were trained and
encouraged by a leader from London. | began with simple lines like, “Good morning, it's a lovely
day; would you like a free drink?” and “We are Christians from Canada; Jesus says love our
neighbors and we are here to serve the community.” Many accepted and engaged in
conversations, while some chose to walk by. Over two days, our team spoke with people from
various backgrounds, sharing our stories and Jesus' story. Many scanned QR codes for more
information about Christianity and local churches. It was a humbling reminder of Matthew 9:37:
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” Through stepping out of our comfort zones,
we boldly shared our lives and Jesus' love.

In summary, our time in Cambridge was not only about activities but also about the relationships
formed and the seeds sown. We returned to Canada inspired to continue sharing the good news



in our own communities. May we all be encouraged to live out our faith with boldness and
compassion.

Peter So

England (aka UK) — a name that is not unfamiliar to someone like me who grew up in a British
colony. However, before participating in this short-term mission trip, | had never experienced this
land, which is as culturally diverse as Canada. This time, because of the mission trip, | went to
Cambridge and London. | began to gain a deeper understanding of this metropolis, which
houses local and global cultural heritage, historical sites, and some of the oldest and most
renowned universities. Moreover, a new chapter was opened in my spiritual life. Through serving
in the VBS (Vacation Bible School), Street Café (talking to strangers), interacting with local
brothers and sisters, and living harmoniously with the team, God made me aware of my
shortcomings but also revealed that His grace is abundant everywhere.

Children in the VBS were all innocent and adorable. Some were as lively as “monkeys off the
leash,” while others were initially shy but warmed up after two days. They were more engaged in
outdoor activities because of their boundless energy, which was a significant challenge for me. |
hadn’t taught children’s Sunday school for many years, but these few days with them rekindled
my courage to take up the Sunday school teaching role again, hoping to grow with the children
in the Lord.

Street Café was a rare opportunity to invite passersby to enjoy the free coffee we prepared for
them and to communicate in English. Of course, you need to be prepared for rejection. Even
though you sincerely wave at them, you might get responses like “Thank you!” or “No, thanks.”
This kind of “nine out of ten rejections” reaction—does it make you feel comfortable? The Bible
teaches us that they are not rejecting you, but we should pray for them! Some tourists would stop
and chat with you; they were friendly, but unfortunately, their lives lacked God. They placed the
most important part of their lives in the hustle and bustle of daily life, seeking only material
satisfaction without making any plans for their spiritual lives. This experience made me realize
that the harvest field is larger than | imagined. Who is willing to take on the responsibility of
harvesting?

In the local church, | met many brothers and sisters, both in the Mandarin and Cantonese
congregations. They were very friendly and helped me understand some historical backgrounds
of Cambridge, showing us local cultural delicacies, which was truly eye-opening. We had the
opportunity to participate in the Street Café service with the local church, learning together to
make a good cup of coffee, which was not easy. Seeing many brothers and sisters actively
participating, their enthusiasm and faith were something we should learn from. | met a brother
who had recently come from Hong Kong and accepted Christ. We had a long and sincere
conversation, understanding the difficulties faced by Hong Kong immigrants in the UK,
encouraging and praying for each other, which was truly a beautiful thing.

Our entire team stayed in a three-storey house with complete facilities. Although a few sisters had
to share a room, they had no complaints and were considerate of each other in all aspects,
actively taking on chores like cleaning and washing dishes. After a busy day, going out to buy
groceries turned out to be a stress-relieving and relaxing activity. Besides having morning
devotion and sharing time, we also had debriefing in the evenings, sharing our experiences of
the day’s work, discussing areas for improvement, and witnessing God's work in us, which was
truly wonderful. Through living together, the team understood each other more, learned to share,



accommodate, and harmonize; the fruits of the Spirit were evident among us. In difficult
situations, we supported each other, prayed together, and looked to God, resulting in tangible
outcomes.

Throughout this short-term mission trip, although | felt inadequate in many areas, God’s Spirit
gave me confidence and strength to complete the tasks. | realized that my personal life was
reshaped by God, continuing to equip myself, ready to accept another new challenge at any time.
| believe that God not only used the nine of us but also moved more brothers and sisters to be
willing to go to different fields, understand the needs of the harvest field, and accept God's call
to be faithful harvesters.

Pia Liu

This was my first STM trip. | decided to go because | wanted to experience what an STM is. Since
| have never travelled with my team and never been to the UK before, | was a bit nervous and did
not know how to prepare myself. So, | focused on four questions.

Could I handle the children well? Could | clearly express the Bible message to them? How could
| overcome my language barriers when talking to strangers? Would | be more troublesome than
helpful to the team?

Some people also asked me why | was going to Cambridge UK, rather than other
underdeveloped or non-Christian countries? | could not give them an answer.

Nevertheless, | really treasured this opportunity and fully trusted in God's leading and our team
leader’s discretions, so those questions and doubts did not hinder me. Instead, they pushed me
closer to the decision to join. Throughout the 12-day mission schedule, | truly experienced how
the Holy Spirit works within His people and how He had brought us together as a team to
cooperate according to his purpose. We could personally see many wonderful things happen
and that motivated our hearts to reach out to the seekers there.

Through many events, the parenting workshop, joining two different churches, chatting with both
Mandarin and Cantonese groups, VBS programs, Street Cafes - community services, the heritage
tour, meals invitations and different conversations, | got a glimpse of the past Christian and
political history. | also learned about some of the new immigrants’ personal struggles, worries
and uncertainties of their future in Cambridge.

Particularly, | need to mention the following people that highly inspired me on this trip.

Our team leader, Cynthia, spent so much time making plans, buying tickets, liaising between
different groups of people, hosting meetings, writing updates every night, and keeping our
prayer warriors posted. In addition, she and Peter took very good care of the whole team. They
cooked us impressive made-to-order breakfasts and specialty dinners.

Pastor Ken's Sunday sermon and several impromptu parenting workshops had drawn the
attention of many, including those non-believers from faraway. Not to mention, | benefited a lot
from them too.

Lucy and Cynthia’s personal testimonies touched my heart as well as the Mandarin and
Cantonese congregations’ people. Their feedback was so encouraging.



Belinda, Christa, David, Emily, and Lucy with the VBS preparations, creative crafts ideas, their
passions, and efforts to explain the meaning of Bible parables attributed to the 10 children in
accepting Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. | was so excited to see this happen.

The stories of Pastor Rosa and Elder Kwong's 27 years of ministries in Cambridge were full of
many challenges, struggles, uncertainties. However, because of their determinations and
devotion to loving Christ and the lost, those who have not heard the Gospel, they persisted and
carried on. Their footprints of diligent services surely would inspire many Christians.

Pastor Collin provided Street Café training, both on Zoom and in person. The workshop was very
helpful to us as novices in that kind of community service. | could feel her enthusiasm in spreading
the Gospel and her thoughtful ways of connecting with strangers.

Sister Ye Fong, the deaconess of Cambridge Alliance Church along with Pastor Rosa and Elder
Kwong gave us rides to and from places everyday, some other brothers and sisters provided us
cooked lunches every day of VBS. Their warm welcomes and loving meals filled our hearts and
bellies to the brim.

Through their kindness and love serving, | saw many models of God's faithful disciples. We also
enjoyed a very good Heritage Christian Colleges tour guided by Pastor Rosa. From her
knowledgeable historical studies, we could learn about how the diligent work of known Christian
scientists, scholars, physicians, and philosophers influenced the British history and the
evangelism to the world.

Just as Pastor Ken told me, the most important point of going on an STM is not what we could do
for God but for every team member to see how God is working within different people.

The hugs, kisses from the kids and the handshake with the gentleman who returned to the street
café on the second day are the moments that warmed my heart, and | consider them as the
sweetest rewards to me.

All these bring me to conceptualize Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love Him who have been called according to His purpose”. | feel so
blessed to be a part of the team.

We saw a local church had already turned into a café and | know some other churches in different
UK cities were even converted to restaurants or tourist shopping centers. There is no doubt that
the Christianity population is declining and the hostility towards Christians is growing in UK,
however, there are people who still want the love of God. | pray that they could see God's mercy
and salvation and that they would not be worn down by their worldly worries.

| am very grateful for God granting me this precious life experience while | am still physically
capable. Especially, | am thankful for all the prayer warriors’ spiritual and financial support that
made our trip possible, completed sufficiently and safely without accident.

Here, | would like to acknowledge Christa for her help in editing and correcting my English, so
that everyone could read it clearly. Much appreciation to you, Christa.



Belinda Cheng

Give thanks to God that | can join the Cambridge UK STM trip. Thankful from my heart that | got
support from my cell group brothers and sisters right from the beginning. Two of them, Wilman
& Sylvia Lau came to see the STM team off at Pearson Airport. Thanks be to brothers and sisters
for both of their mental support and prayer support.

Upon arrival at the Cambridge Coach Station, | eventually met Pastor Rosa and Elder Kwong
whose names | have heard for months. Their efficiency in picking up nine of us and our luggage
could be seen right away.

In the following days, they led us into various ministries, met with people from Hong Kong at
Bishop UK, worship services at the Cambridge church, 4 days of VBS, street cafe outreach,
evening gathering at a deacon's house, and a cultural tour. Through all those days with them, |
learned stories of their amazing 27 years of dedication in Cambridge UK. They started up a
Chinese church from zero and now it is a spiritual home to the Chinese community from China.
With the recent migration of people from Hong Kong, the church becomes a meeting place for
the brothers and sisters from Hong Kong as well. A Cantonese congregation is formed by the
enthusiastic brothers and sisters from Hong Kong. Worshipping the Lord with them in 2 Sundays
was an eye-opening experience to me in praising God with the HongKongers and witnessing
the wonderful hand and work of God in these people and in Cambridge UK.

We were arranged to live at the ministry house located in the heart of Cambridge. The ministry
house is surrounded by the Christ's College, Emmanuel College, Jesus College, and is in walking
distance to the King's College, Trinity College, St. John's College, downtown and Cam River for
punting. This ministry house has been and will continue to be a house for missionaries, a hub for
reaching out ministries and holding warm spiritual family gatherings. The story of this ministry
house is a testimony of God's miraculous provision to the advancement of God's work in such a
central location of Cambridge UK.

From the street Cafe outreach, | get to know that quite a lot of college students are from China.
Some would like to stay if they can, and some would go back to China after graduation. They
remind me of the famous Chinese poet Xu Zhimo who was a student at King's College in the
1920’'s and had left his trace and a memory to the local people in Cambridge UK even nowadays.
| am thankful for Cambridge church to include us in their street cafe ministry during our short
stay there. What a precious practicing opportunity for us to share the gospel and our testimonies
to strangers. We were all trained to use a new and effective outreach tool called the 4 Signs. |
really appreciate their effort and gracious reception to us.

VBS teaching allows me a glimpse of the Chinese children in Cambridge UK. They are lovely, yet
their world is inevitably influenced by their family background and upbringing. Nevertheless,
they appreciate care and unselfish love from unknown teachers and friendship among fellow
classmates who they might only see once a year in summer, especially the older kids.

In this short stay, | see similarities of Chinese immigrants in Cambridge UK and in Canada. They
experienced struggles settling in a foreign country. For those who met God in the UK gave their
testimonies of God's redeeming grace and became God's faithful followers. There are believers
who need shepherding and non-believers who need to find God or to acknowledge God. For
Christianity at large, less and less resolute followers who would keep the Sabbath and worship
God. It is sad to see a church building turned into a cafe. It is a church closing not due to



persecution.

It will be the call from the local church if they need outside help. When such request reaches us,
we can respond positively if we are always prepared to go. Nowadays, with globalization,
missions are from everywhere to everywhere.

Lucy

In September 2024, a dedicated team from Toronto Jaffray Chinese Alliance Church embarked
on a transformative mission trip to Cambridge, United Kingdom. Our journey was centered
around community outreach, spiritual engagement, and mutual growth among team members
and local congregations. Over the course of our time in Cambridge, we engaged in a variety of
activities that enriched both our lives and the lives of those we served.

Our mission included testimony sharing, workshops for parents and Children Sunday school
teachers, and organizing a four-day Vacation Bible School (VBS) for children, serving 16 eager
participants. The VBS was a particularly fulfilling experience, as we created an engaging and
educational environment for the children. Witnessing their enthusiasm and joy was a highlight of
our trip, reinforcing the importance of nurturing the faith of the next generation.

One of the most significant initiatives we undertook was the Street Café, which allowed us to
connect with the local community. This outreach program was a collaboration with the local
church congregation, where we served refreshments and shared stories with people from diverse
backgrounds. The experience of meeting brothers and sisters in Christ from around the world
was profoundly rewarding. We adapted the approach using the "four signs" of outreach, which |
found particularly valuable. These signs will be instrumental in shaping my ministry back in
Canada, helping us to engage more effectively with our own community.

Throughout our mission, the strength of our team was a constant source of encouragement. | had
the opportunity to get to know my fellow team members on a personal level, sharing meals,
engaging in evening debriefs, and participating in devotion sessions together. These moments
of connection fostered a supportive environment where we could openly communicate and uplift
one another. The servant leadership demonstrated by Pastor Rosa and Elder Kwong was
especially inspiring. Their commitment to serving both our team and the local community set a
powerful example for all of us.

However, our journey was not without its challenges. One of the difficulties | faced was getting to
know the team members before the trip. While we were united in purpose, building relationships
during the trip itself was crucial for effective collaboration. Additionally, | encountered a language
barrier that limited my ability to communicate with some members of the team and the local
congregations. My Cantonese skills were basic, and while | could listen and understand to the full
extent, but not able to speak the language has made deeper connections more challenging. This
experience highlighted the importance of language and cultural understanding in mission work.

Overall, the mission trip to Cambridge was a deeply enriching experience. It provided
opportunities for personal growth, strengthened my faith, and allowed me to serve alongside
dedicated brothers and sisters in Christ. The lessons learned, particularly through the Street Café
and VBS, will resonate with me as | return to Canada. | am excited to implement the insights
gained and continue the work we started, fostering connections and faith within our own



community. This mission trip not only impacted those we served but also transformed us as
individuals, deepening our commitment to our faith and each other.

Christa Mo

This was my first time going on a mission trip. Previously, | never thought | would ever go out into
the world on a mission trip and brushed off that responsibility to others at church. Now, I'm so
grateful for the experience because I've gotten to experience the immense joy of talking to
strangers about the gospel and seeing how God works in people’s lives across the world. | know
going to the UK must have been a luxurious STM. | felt so blessed by all the people that | know
were praying for us, prayers from my fellow team members, and the thoughtful people who
hosted or cooked meals for us there. | felt well-supported and encouraged by my team
throughout the journey. | am also grateful for the 16 children who came to VBS. Although it was
a smaller group than we initially expected, it worked out well as it allowed us to spend more time
with them as individuals or in smaller groups. In my experience with Group 3, the small group
size fostered stronger relationship building and provided opportunities for more meaningful
conversations to occur.

To run the VBS in partnership with Cambridge Alliance Church (CAC), my roles included
collaborating with Lucy to lead worship, crafts, and plan games, as well as being the Group 3
teacher for children in Years 5-6, with David as my teaching assistant. We spent those four days
of VBS getting to know our 5 campers deeper and praying for them to know and accept Jesus.
The Bible lessons taught by Lucy were very well done and seeds were sown with them. The Holy
Spirit worked on the children to really reflect on where their faith lay. | was overjoyed by their
curiosity as their interests about God were piqued and | witnessed positive changes in their
behaviours towards each other and growth in faith in those four days. Atthe debrief meeting after
the third day of VBS, our team decided we should present the five-coloured gospel to each class
on our last day. Therefore, David and | practiced presenting it to each other that night, with the
help of Pia's diligent notes. After David presented the five-coloured gospel to Group 3, we asked
if any of them would like to believe in Jesus and follow Him. Immediately, all 5 campers raised
their hands. | briefly spoke to them to make sure they understood that this was a serious and life-
changing decision. David also clarified that this meant they would have to stop doing the sins
they know they are doing. When we asked them again, all 5 hands went up again without
hesitation, so David prayed for everyone as a group. After the graduation ceremony that
afternoon, | spoke with them individually to invite them to church on Sunday, hoping that they
would continue attending church at CAC. May God receive all glory and praise for all 10 children
from Group 2 and 3 accepting Jesus as their Saviour!

Another first experience for me was Street Café ministry. | was the most hesitant about joining
this STM after hearing that Street Café was one of the activities because | didn't think | was good
at small talk or talking with strangers, but in the end, | decided it would be easier to be bold and
share the gospel with people | would never see again. Thankfully, we received practical training
in Cambridge for how to connect with the strangers on the street, how to explain what we were
doing, and how to introduce them to the gospel. We learned three keys to make a connection
with locals which are asking about their struggles and worries, about their hobbies, and how they
are the same or different from their old selves.

Street Café operated with three groups of people in alternating roles. One group would
approach strangers and invite them for a drink and chat while another group would prepare the
drinks, and the third group would stand across the street to do continuous live prayer for the



locals and interactions occurring. The group approaching strangers were responsible for inviting
them to have a free drink and telling them that we were a group of Christians doing this to love
our neighbours as God commanded us. There were a handful of people who were tourists rather
than locals, but our course of action remained the same. | found it interesting that the baristas
should take their time preparing the drinks to buy more time for those talking to locals. The drinks
were made with high quality ingredients and with genuine effort rather than just being an
acceptable free drink, because we wanted to share the love of Christ by giving them the best that
we could.

While locals waited for their drinks, we would ask them to play the four-signs game which
included a heart, division symbol, cross, and question mark. These symbols were a love story,
and we would ask them to guess how the story went. After they shared their hypotheses, we told
them our version which was the love story between God and us. God loves us so much, but we
were separated by sin, so He sent His one and only perfect son Jesus to die on the cross for us to
cleanse our sin, and we used to question mark to ask them what they thought about the story.
This game was an easy and useful tool that we can learn to use ourselves when sharing the gospel,
as it also invites people to think on it. We were also encouraged to share our personal testimonies
with the locals and pray for them on the street about whatever we felt God putting on our hearts
for them and emphasizing that we know they are so precious and loved by God. If applicable, we
also offered them pamphlets recommending churches, an Alpha course running, and an
information booklet telling them more about who Jesus is.

| surprised myself when | found how easy it was to connect with strangers, no doubt, thanks to
the Holy Spirit giving me the right words and circumstances, along with the continuous live prayer
from brothers and sisters across the street. | found the Street Café experience very fulfilling. | was
so ecstatic after getting the opportunity to play the four signs game and share my testimony with
two teenagers that | physically jumped up and down. After each interaction, | took a moment to
write down their names in my phone so we would have a record of the people we can continue
to pray for. One significant interaction to me was with a Muslim man. | asked him to share why he
chose to believe in Islam, and he told me it was because his family and country believed. He
admitted that he never really thought about why he believed. Despite the interaction being cut
short, | was happy with the exchange because | hoped it would lead him to reflect on his beliefs
and later, search for a relationship God.

We also visited the new church in Bishop's Stortford, where Pastor KC gave one of many
parenting workshops. After the workshop, our team chatted with the immigrants from Hong
Kong. | experienced a warm welcome from both CAC and the church in Bishop and hope that
new immigrants who walk into the churches will feel just as welcome. Sadly, | personally did not
get the chance to have deep conversations with many of the immigrant adults to learn about their
faith and struggles.

A small additional task | had on this mission trip was playing piano for the CAC Mandarin
congregation worship on the second Sunday we were there. This came with a few small
challenges as it tested my Mandarin speaking abilities while co-operating with the Mandarin-
speaking worship leader, | had to learn three songs which | had never heard before with only a
few days to practice, and my glasses broke the Friday just before | needed to play. | was
encouraged by all the prayers and messages | received and with God’s will, none of these
obstacles inhibited me from playing piano for worship. After the piano playing went relatively
smoothly, | was delighted that | could contribute and serve at another church with the musical
abilities God has given me.



Through this experience, | learned to be open to new experiences, flexible with circumstances
and change, and willing to do what | could to the best of my capabilities. However, the lesson
that stuck out to me the most was that sharing the gospel is not only done through verbally telling

people about God. We also share the gospel through our actions as we are living examples of
Christ.
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